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TO  THE 

RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN 
AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HEREFORD 

The  Annual  Report  now  presented  deals  with  certain  aspects 
of  the  health  of  the  City  and  with  the  activities  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  the  past  year. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  jointly  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  myself  ; and  the  City  Surveyor  has  provided 
sections  on  sewerage,  public  cleansing,  and  salvage.  I am  solely 
responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  preamble.  The  chief 
clerk,  as  is  customary,  has  compiled  the  tables  from  departmental 
statistics. 

Under  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations 
1935,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  submit  a report 
each  year  to  the  Local  Authority  on  the  sanitary  circumstances, 
the  sanitary  administration,  the  vital  statistics,  and  any  other 
matters  upon  which  he  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report.  That 
duty  has  now  been  discharged,  for  the  year  ended  December  31st, 
1991. 


I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

City  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Hereford. 

Tel.  : Hereford  3021 


June,  1962. 
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PREAMBLE 

(a)  The  Wind  of  Change. 

The  Wind  of  Change,  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much,  has  not 
passed  by  the  public  health  service  leaving  it  undisturbed  and  in  a 
state  of  unruffled  calm.  On  the  contrary,  it  blew  against  it  and  the 
health  services  generally,  very  early  in  the  post-war  period.  It 
raged  with  hurricane  force  in  the  form  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  and  the  health  provisions  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944,  snapping  off  some  branches,  removing  dead  wood,  and 
allowing  development  to  take  place,  here  and  there,  with  results 
that  we  can  now  see  in  the  changed  character  and  appearance  of  the 
national  and  local  health  services. 

The  wind  is  still  blowing,  much  less  strongly,  it  is  true,  but 
with  sufficient  power  to  make  changes  in  the  local  government 
structure  of  Herefordshire  (and  the  rest  of  the  country)  probable,  if 
not  inevitable.  Such  changes  will  impinge  mainly  on  adminis- 
tration of  the  public  health  services  still  remaining  with  urban  and 
rural  councils. 

The  City  of  Hereford  was  severely  affected  during  the  hurri- 
cane stage.  So  much  was  lost  by  transfer  of  certain  of  the  city 
health  services  to  the  County  Council,  that  it  would  be  of  value  to 
all  who  are  concerned  with  health  in  the  city — alderman  and  coun- 
cillors, medical  practitioners  and  nurses,  Hospital  Board  and 
Executive  Council  staffs — if  I list  the  public  health  services  for 
which  the  City  Council  still  holds  independent  statutory  res- 
ponsibility. This  list  is  set  out  below. 

It  will  be  apparent  from  even  a cursory  scrutiny  of  it,  that  the 
true  public  health  services,  the  traditional  public  health  services 
that  were  undertaken,  with  such  outstanding  benefit  to  our 
country,  by  the  first  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  the  first 
Sanitary  Inspectors,  are  still  the  province,  the  prerogative,  of  the  City 
Council.  Control  of  infectious  disease,  hygiene  and  purity  of  food 
and  drink,  abatement  of  nuisances,  removal  of  unfit  housing,  are 
some  of  these  services.  Because  of  changes  in  our  way  of  life,  our 
habits,  our  diet,  the  development  of  transport  facilities,  and  so  on, 
these  public  health  services  are  still  of  paramount  importance 
to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  community. 

A comparable  list  of  County  Council  health  services — infant 
welfare  ; school  health  ; mental  health  ; district  nursing  and 
domiciliary  midwifery  ; ambulances,  etc. — would  at  once  illustrate 
the  difference  in  the  character  of  the  services  discharged  by  the  two 
Authorities. 

This  difference  is  recognised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  when 
they  describe  the  Health  Services  of  County  Councils  as  " home 
health  services  ; ” and  those,  such  as  are  discharged  by  the  City  of 
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Hereford,  as  “ public  health  services/ ' Tacit  admission  at  officer 
level,  and  in  Whitehall  documents,  of  agreement  with  the  difference 
in  function  and  responsibility  that  I have  outlined,  is  found  in  the 
post-war  omission  of  the  words  “ of  Health  " from  the  statutory 
“ County  Medical  Officer  of  Health/'  We  now  have,  in  almost 
universal  use  in  England  and  Wales,  the  non-statutory  titles 
“ County  Medical  Officer  " and  “ Deputy  County  Medical  Officer." 
The  words  “ of  Health  " are,  however,  still  retained  and  used  in  all 
documents,  from  Whitehall  and  elsewhere,  in  relation  to  those 
authorities  (and  those  officers)  concerned  with  the  true  public 
health  services  as  described  above.  In  other  words,  the  specialis- 
ation that  is  a feature  of  hospital  and  consultant  medicine  and 
surgery  is  now  established  in  local  authority  health  services. 

Whether  this  specialisation  is  for  the  future  good  of  these  local 
authority  services  is  very  doubtful,  but  no  useful  purpose  will  be 
served  by  refusing  to  recognise  and  accept  specialisation  as  an 
established  fact,  nor  by  exhibiting  unwillingness  to  take  cognizance 
of  its  ultimate  effects,  in  this  era  of  rapid  change. 

The  ultimate  results  are  several,  and  they  arise  directly  from 
reducing  the  range  of  practical  experience  and  training  of  junior 
officers,  with  long-term  effects  on  them,  and  on  the  services  they 
will,  later,  administer. 

It  has  become  abundantly  clear  that  a decade  or  more  spent 
administering  or  working  within  one  branch,  can  cause  a medical 
officer  to  become  completely  out  of  touch  with  the  everyday 
problems  and  modern  developments  within  the  other.  This  can 
happen  to  medical  officers  in  the  services  of  county  councils,  who, 
though  they  are  knowledgeable  and  efficient  in  home  health 
services  cannot  gain  experience  of  the  public  health  branch.  Many 
of  our  large  county  boroughs  too,  though  they  control  both  the 
home  health  and  the  public  health  branches,  are  unable,  except 
with  difficulty,  to  give  their  assistant  medical  officers  a general 
all-round  experience,  because,  as  a consequence  of  their  large  size, 
their  administration  has  to  be  based  on  sections,  on  separate 
compartments.  Therefore,  for  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
several  Associations  of  local  authorities  not  to  face  up  to  this 
development,  (which  is  of  fundamental  importance  to  the  future 
well-being  of  Local  Authority  health  services)  is  tantamount  to 
assuming,  in  another  sphere,  that  an  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
specialist  can  easily  deal  with  ophthalmological  problems  because 
both  specialists  work  on  sections  of  the  same  part  of  the  body,  the 
head  and  neck.  This,  of  course,  is  ludicrous,  even  though  both 
specialists  receive,  as  part  of  their  medical  training,  instruction 
in  ophthalmology  and  in  otolaryngology.  Similar  difficulties  face 
specialists  in  “ home  health  services  " and  specialists  in  “ public 
health  services."  Exclusive  experience  in  one  speciality  renders  one 


5 


unable  to  deal  adequately  and  efficiently  with  the  problems  of  the 
other  branch  of  local  authority  health  services. 

This  can  have,  and  is  having,  secondary  effects.  For  example, 
largely  as  a consequence  of  this  specialisation  throughout  the  past 
fifteen  years  of  post-war  changes,  dissatisfaction  with  existing 
administrative  arrangements  seems  to  be  becoming  more  wide- 
spread among  public  health  inspectors.  The  desire  of  some  (per- 
haps many)  of  them  is  that  they  be  given  administrative  control  of 
public  health  departments — the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to 
be  the  departmental  head.  They  would,  thereafter,  be  completely 
independent  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  except  in  those  few 
matters  that  are  almost  purely  medical,  such  as  dealing  with 
suspect  cases  of  small  pox.  This  desire  for  separation  is,  I think, 
certain  to  grow  and  to  become  a demand  in  course  of  time. 

I find  myself  in  some  sympathy  with  this  aim  in  so  far  as  it 
arises  from  their  experience  of  being  under  the  administrative 
control  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  who  had  been  selected  and 
appointed  on  the  basis  of  good  work,  over  years,  in  baby  clinics, 
immunisation  clinics,  and  school  health  clinics,  with  a county 
council,  or  a large  county  borough  council,  but  who  had  had  little 
or  no  experience  of  how  to  deal  with  public  health  problems  relating 
to  sanitation,  food,  hygiene,  unfit  housing,  statutory  nuisances  and 
so  on.  Such  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  has,  after  appointment, 
to  learn  how  to  handle  these,  often  difficult,  public  health  problems 
from  subordinates,  the  public  health  inspectors,  in  his  own  depart- 
ment. Some  of  these  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  restricted 
experience,  I gather,  realising  the  deficiences  in  their  practical 
training,  concentrate  on  other  duties  (for  example,  on  school  health 
and  infant  welfare,  where  they  hold  joint  appointments)  and  leave 
the  public  health  inspectors  to  cope  as  best  they  can  without  the 
support  that  an  experienced  Medical  Officer  of  Health  can  and 
should  provide. 

As  the  post-war  policy  of  centralisation  and  concentration  of 
services  in  large  authorities  inevitably  means  that  potential  re- 
cruits for  vacant  positions  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  must  be 
drawn  from  the  ranks  of  medical  officers  doing  school  health  and 
baby  welfare  work  with  these  large  authorities,  it  is  disturbingly 
obvious  that  very  few  of  them  can  obtain  the  general  experience 
that  is  essential  for  the  efficient  discharge  of  the  public  health 
duties  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

On  the  other  hand,  (and  I would  emphasise  this  point)  a 
comparatively  small  authority,  having  a population  of  between 
forty  and  fifty  thousand,  like  the  City  of  Hereford,  could,  if  it  had 
not  been  denuded  of  several  important  services  by  the  post-war 
wind  of  change,  have  provided  for  assistant  medical  officers  of 
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health  a good  all-round  practical  experience  and  training  that 
would  have  made  them  eminently  suitable  to  occupy,  later,  key 
posts  as  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  This  they  cannot  now  obtain 
from  us  ; and  there  is  little  evidence  that  it  can,  nowadays,  be 
obtained  easily  anywhere  in  England  and  Wales. 

As  I am  one  of  a comparatively  few  (outside  the  ranks  of 
County  Borough  Medical  Officers  of  Health)  who  have  had  the 
privilege  of  practical  experience  and  administrative  experience  in 
both  branches — a bilateral  experience — I can  appreciate  the  more 
vividly  the  dangers  of  the  present  trend  towards  unilateralism. 

A wind  of  change  can  do  good,  but  it  can  also,  by  blowing  in  a 
wrong  direction  as  some  of  the  post-war  gusts  have  done,  work  to 
the  disadvantage  of  the  public  interest,  and,  ultimately,  virtually 
wreck  an  established  service. 

(■ b ) “ Public  Health  Services  administered  by  the  Public  Health 
Department.  ’ ’ 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 

{a)  Receipt  of  notifications  from  family  doctors  and  hospital 
medical  officers. 

(b)  Investigation  of  cases  from  the  point  of  view  of  public 
health. 

(c)  Action  (excluding  vaccination  and  immunisation)  to 
control  outbreaks,  of  all  infectious  diseases,  including 
Polio,  Small  Pox,  Enteric. 

(d)  Informing  the  Ministry  of  Health  of  outbreaks. 

( e ) Sending  information  weekly  to  the  Registrar  General  of 
all  notifications  received. 

(/)  In  the  event  of  a suspected  case  of  Small  Pox  occurring 
within  the  City  , the  City  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the 
only  person  authorised  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  call 
in  one  of  the  Small  Pox  consultants. 

(g)  These,  and  some  other  duties  concerned  with  Infectious 
Disease,  such  as  disinfection  of  premises,  library  books, 
and  bedding,  where  required,  are  the  responsibility 
solely  of  the  City  Public  Health  Department,  even 
though  routine  immunisation  and  vaccination  are  a 
County  Health  Department  responsibility  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

2.  Water  Supplies. 

(a)  Routine  sampling  for  wholesomeness. 

(b)  Analysis,  at  monthly  intervals,  of  public  water  supply  for 
radioactivity  (Strontium  90). 

(c)  Sampling  for  bacteriological  purity,  of  water  from  the 
public  baths. 
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3. 


Housing. 

(a)  Unfit  for  human  habitation — demolition,  closure,  or 
repair. 

(b)  Overcrowding. 

(c)  Verminous  Premises. 

(d)  Dangerous  Premises. 

(e)  Improvement  Grants. 

(/)  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 


4.  Food. 

{a)  Sampling  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises  (food  factories,  shops, 
public  houses,  stalls,  food  vehicles). 

(c)  Unsound  foods — inspection  and  condemnation. 

(d)  Enforcement  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations — shops, 
restaurants,  canteens,  public  houses,  food  factories. 

5.  Dairies. 

(a)  Compliance  with  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations 
and  registration  of  dairy  premises. 

(b)  Licensing  to  sell  milk  of  special  designation. 

(c)  Milk  sampling  for  hygienic  quality,  for  fat  content,  for 
added  water  etc. 

(d)  Sampling  for  guinea  pig  inoculation — tubercle  bacilli  and 
brucella  abortus. 

6.  Ice-Cream. 

(a)  Inspection  of  premises  and  registration  of  premises  and 
persons. 

(b)  Sampling  for  hygienic  quality. 

7.  Pasturisation  of  Milk — Licensing  of  Pasteurising  Plants  and 

routine  supervision. 

8.  Meat  Inspection. 

(a)  Routine  inspection  of  carcases  and  organs  of  all  animals 
killed  at  Hereford  Municipal  Abattoir. 

(b)  Inspection  of  meat  in  shops,  coming  from  other  sources. 

(c)  Inspection  and  registration  of  premises  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  potted,  pressed,  or  preserved  meat,  etc. 

( d ) Condemnation  of  diseased  meat  and  enforcing  regula- 
tions for  staining  diseased  meat. 

9.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act , (1933/1954). 

Public  Health  [Meat)  Regulations,  (1924/1953). 

(a)  Hygiene  of  Slaughterhouses. 

(b)  Humane  killing  of  animals. 

(c)  Licensing  and  control  of  slaughtermen. 
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10.  Knackers  Yards — Licensing,  inspection,  and  control. 

11.  Pest  Control. 

(a)  Systematic  treatment  of  premises  against  rats  and  mice 
by  the  Health  Department’s  Rodent  Control  Staff. 

(b)  Assisting  householders  and  business  undertakings  in  the 
destruction  of  insect  pests. 

12.  Factories  Acts , (1937/1961). 

(a)  Provisions  relating  to  health  of  workers — ventilation, 
lighting,  cleanliness,  sanitary  facilities,  etc. 

(b)  Registration  of  out-workers  and  inspection  of  those  parts 
of  their  houses  in  which  the  work  is  done. 

(c)  Providing  information  for  Her  Majesty’s  Factory 
Inspectorate  on  failure  to  comply  with  Regulations. 

13.  Nuisances  and  Offensive  Trades. 

(a)  Action  for  the  detection  and  removal  of  statutory 
nuisances. 

(b)  Supervision  of  offensive  trades  within  the  City,  for 
example,  fell-mongers,  gut  scrapers,  rag  and  bone 
dealers. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  repair  of  drainage. 

14.  Clean  Air  Act,  (1956). 

(a)  Smoke,  grit,  and  dust  nuisances  from  chimneys  of  fac- 
tories and  hospitals. 

(b)  Three  air  pollution  test  centres  for  continuous  analysis  of 
the  air  in  the  City  for  sulphur  dioxide  and  solid  matter. 

15.  Public  Conveniences — The  Public  Health  Committee  maintain 

eighteen  Public  Conveniences. 

16.  Shops  Act,  (1950) — Health  of  employees — provisions  relating 

to  : 

(a)  Ventilation,  lighting,  heating,  facilities  for  taking  food, 
etc. 

(b)  Weekly  half-holiday  ; Sunday  closing,  Hours  of  employ- 
ment of  young  persons. 

17.  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  (1960) — 

Licensing  and  supervision,  and  enforcement  of  standards. 
(Three  large  residential  caravan  sites  are  licensed — 
Fayre  Oaks,  Kings  Acre,  and  Bovingdon  (Roman  Road)). 
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18.  National  Assistance  Act,  (1948)  (Section  47)  and  National 

Assistance  ( Amendment)  Act,  (1951) — Compulsory  re- 
moval to  hospital  or  institution  of  persons  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention  in  their  own  homes. 

19.  Cremation  Acts,  (1902/1952) — Duties  of  Medical  Referee. 

20.  Miscellaneous  Acts  (The  Public  Health  Department  are 

charged  with  certain  duties  by  order  of  the  Council.) 

(a)  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 — -Inspection 
of  appliances  exposed  for  sale  or  for  hire-puchase. 
(Now  incorporated  in  the  Consumer  Protection  Act,  1961). 

(b)  Explosives  Act,  (1875) — Inspection  and  registration  of 
shops  selling  explosives  or  fireworks. 

(c)  Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  (1887/1934) — Shopkeepers  to 
indicate  country  of  origin  of  certain  imported  goods, 
particularly  foods. 

(d)  Pet  Animals  Act,  (1951) — Licensing  and  routine  inspec- 
tion of  pet  shops. 

(e)  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  (1950)  (Waste  Food  Order, 
1957) — Inspection  and  licensing  of  premises  and  plant 
used  for  processing  of  swill. 

(/)  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  (1951) — 
Inspection  and  registration  of  premises  used  for  up- 
holstering, stuffing  of  bedding  and  toys,  lining  of  prams  ; 
and  sampling,  where  required. 

(g)  Abatement  of  Noise  Act,  (1960). 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,031  acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Mid-year  Popula- 
tion ...  ...  40,010 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  11,809 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £624,708 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £2,444 


Vital  Statistics 

Males  Females  Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  385  370  755 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  24  17  41 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  17.9 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  5.2% 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ...  ...  7 10  17 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 — 1 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  19.9 

Total  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  814 

Infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  12.5 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.2 

Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  9.8 

Early  Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  8.3 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  32.6 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ...  — 

The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  1961  were  : 
Live  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.4 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.0 


Males 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 


Females  Total 

219  433 

12.0 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  of  which  there  were  9 in 
1961  were,  in  the  main,  due  to  prematurity,  congenital  abnor- 
malities, and  acute  respiratory  infections. 

There  were  no  deaths  among  the  41  illegitimate  births. 

Of  the  9 infant  deaths,  3 were  female  and  6 male  ; 2 of  the 
female  and  4 of  the  male  babies  dying  within  one  week  from  birth. 


Puerperal  Morbidity. — There  was  1 case  of  peurperal  pyrexia. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  responsibility  for  supplying  pure  and  wholesome  water  for 
the  citizens  of  Hereford  rests  with  the  Herefordshire  Water  Board 
and  their  Engineer  and  Manager,  Mr.  W.  H.  Austin,  B.Sc. 

Regular  sampling,  week  by  week,  at  consumers’  taps,  is 
carried  out  by  public  health  inspectors  to  ensure  that  the  water  is 
safe  and  potable.  Sampling  at  the  Water-works  (the  property  of  the 
Water  Boaid,  following  transfer  from  the  City  Council  in  1960)  is 
undertaken  by  the  Engineer  and  Manager.  Copies  of  the  labor- 
atory reports  on  the  samples  taken  by  him  and  by  us  are  ex- 
changed, thus  enabling  the  Board  and  the  Health  Department  to  be 
kept  constantly  fully  informed.  It  should  be  remembered  that  not 
only  the  intake  at  the  River  Wye  and  the  treatment  works  are  the 
property  of  the  Board  : the  distribution  reticulum,  throughout 
the  city,  was  included  in  the  transfer  under  the  Herefordshire 
Water  Board  Order. 

During  the  year,  one  hundred  and  forty  eight  samples  of  this 
treated  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  water  was  shown  to  be  of  the  same  high  quality  as  in  former 
years.  Reports  on  the  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee monthly. 

All  premises  in  the  City,  with  the  exception  of  6 houses 
supplied  from  wells,  receive  the  supply  direct  from  the  water  mains, 

STRONTIUM  90  IN  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  presence  of  dangerous  radioactive  substances,  particularly 
Strontium  90,  in  public  water  supplies  in  certain  parts  of  the  coun- 
try led  to  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Council  resolving  in  1960, 
that  our  water  should  be  specially  tested  for  radioactivity  at  six- 
monthly  intervals. 

There  was  no  reason  to  think  that  our  public  supply  would  be 
heavily  contaminated,  but,  because  the  source  of  the  River  Wye, 
from  which  our  water  is  taken,  is  in  the  Welsh  mountains,  where 
atomic  bomb  fall-out  is  greater  by  reason  of  the  higher  rainfall,  it 
was  thought  wise  to  check  the  amount  of  radioactivity  remaining 
by  the  time  the  water  had  reached  the  consumer. 

The  tests  over  the  first  18  months  revealed  that  the  Strontium 
90  content  was  well  below  danger  level.  A sharp  rise  in  1961, 
following  a long  series  of  atomic  bomb  explosions  by  the  Soviet 
Union,  made  the  Council  decide  to  increase  the  frequency  of  testing 
from  six-monthly  to  monthly  intervals,  in  case  there  should  be  a 
further  rise,  not  detected  by  the  twice-yearly  sampling. 

The  monthly  sampling  and  analyses  during  1961  showed  a 
progressive  reduction  in  fall-out  contamination  after  initial  much 
higher  readings. 

This  reduction  has  continued  into  1962. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  public  baths  provide  a useful  and  popular  service  to  the 
community.  Extensive  use  is  made  of  them  by  country  residents 
as  well  as  citizens  of  Hereford. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  present  building,  and  with  the  length 
of  the  pool,  by  members  of  the  Council  and  others,  is  well  known. 
It  has  been  the  subject  of  comment  in  previous  annual  reports. 

During  the  year  under  review,  further  consideration  was  given 
to  the  question  of  whether  it  would  be  better,  in  the  long  run,  to 
provide  a completely  new  baths,  or  whether  modifications  of  the 
existing  one  would  suffice.  The  main  difficulty  is,  unquestionably, 
financial.  Most  members,  if  not  all,  would  prefer  to  see  a modern, 
larger,  more  attractive  baths  were  it  not  that  the  cost  would  impose 
a heavy  burden  on  an  already  highly-rated  city. 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  asked  me  to  include  in  this 
Annual  Report  certain  particulars  relating  to  the  existing  Public 
Baths. 

The  Baths,  which  are  of  80,000  gallons  capacity,  are  filled 
with  chlorinated  water  from  the  public  water  supply  once  a year. 
Filtration,  chlorination,  and  treatment  with  alumina-ferric  and 
sodium  carbonate  are  carried  out  continuously  while  the  baths  are 
in  use.  The  whole  of  the  80,000  gallons  are  purified  every  3|  hours. 

The  Baths  Superintendent  and  his  staff  make  checks  on  the 
level  of  residua]  chlorine  at  stated  intervals  during  the  day ; and 
the  findings  are  entered  in  a permanent  record.  In  addition, 
bacteriological  analysis  is  undertaken  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  on  samples  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
about  twice  each  month,  while  the  baths  are  in  actual  use,  and 
without  prior  arrangement  with  the  staff  at  the  baths. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Northern  Area  Sewer  is  now  almost  completed  and  the 
remaining  work  largely  consists  of  the  construction  of  the  Yazor 
Brook  overflow  pipeline  and  the  completion  of  the  lateral  sewers 
at  the  western  end  of  the  main  pipeline.  This  will  include  a section 
along  Kings  Acre  Road  not  comprised  within  the  original  contract 
and  consideration  is  being  given  by  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Governement  to  the 
possibility  of  this  sewer  being  extended  to  Kings  Acre  Halt. 

The  principle  of  the  separation  of  surface  water  and  foul 
sewage  on  all  new  developments  continues  to  be  the  policy  in 
respect  of  the  provision  of  new  sewers  and  this  applies  not  only  to 
Council  housing  development  but  to  private  housing  development. 
Simply  stated,  the  practice  is  now  to  dispose  of  the  surface  water, 
that  is,  rain  water,  as  near  to  the  point  of  origin  as  possible.  Apart 
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from  housing  estates,  the  same  principles  are  being  applied  to 
industrial  development  and  a new  21”  diameter  surface  water 
sewer  to  deal  with  the  Wiggin  Wire  Mill  site  will  be  constructed 
early  in  the  new  year  and  the  outlet  will  be  into  a disused  section  of 
the  old  canal  and  thence  to  the  water  course  which  crosses  under 
Aylestone  Hill  and  eventually  into  the  River  Lugg. 

The  proposals  in  regard  to  improvements  and  extensions  at 
the  sewage  disposal  works  have  made  some  progress  to  the  extent 
that  loan  consent  has  been  received  for  the  fixing  of  constant  speed 
motors  to  the  arms  of  the  14  biological  filters  and  these  should  be 
fitted  early  in  the  new  year.  Also,  Messrs.  L.  G.  Mouchel  & Partners 
have  been  engaged  to  prepare  a report  on  the  steps  to  be  taken  in 
the  provision  of  additional  sludge  drying  beds,  humus  tanks,  storm 
water  tanks  and  possibly  additional  filter  capacity.  Their  report 
has  not  yet  been  received,  but  will  be  presented  to  the  Roads 
Committee  early  in  1962. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Particulars  of  types  and  usage  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  at 
dwellings  and  other  premises  : — - 

Number  of  dwellings  using  pail  closets  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  other  premises  using  pail  closets  ...  4 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  two  houses  88 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  three  or 

more  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

The  premises  using  the  conservancy  system  are  not  served  by 
the  City  sewerage  system. 

All  other  premises  in  the  City  are  provided  with  water  closets 
and  in  the  case  of  dwellings  have  separate  use  of  a convenience. 

The  houses  having  common  conveniences  are  old  properties 
and  may  be  subject  to  action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

There  are  no  waste  water  closets  in  the  City. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

There  is  really  nothing  new  to  report  in  the  policy  and 
operation  of  this  service.  A once-weekly  collection  is  being  main- 
tained and  with  the  constantly  increasing  number  of  premises,  the 
availability  of  personnel  and  vehicles  is  constantly  under  review. 
It  is  proposed  to  carry  out  a weight  survey  in  the  Spring,  this 
being  one  of  the  two  occasions  during  the  year  when  weights  of 
refuse  are  considered  to  be  at  an  average  figure. 

During  1961,  two  new  refuse  freighters  have  been  purchased, 
they  having  a larger  capacity  than  those  already  in  the  fleet  of 
vehicles  primarily  because  they  are  the  compression  type,  which  is 
new  to  Hereford  and  which  enables  larger  quantities  of  refuse  to  be 
loaded  prior  to  each  visit  to  the  works. 
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The  limitations  of  the  refuse  disposal  plant  have  again  been 
manifest  and  it  is  apparent  that  there  will  have  to  be  an  early 
decision  on  how  this  problem  is  to  be  resolved,  whether  by  in- 
creased incineration  plant  or  by  the  adaptation  of  composting 
methods.  Considerable  discussions  have  taken  place  during  the 
year  on  this  latter,  a comparatively  new  method,  but  so  far  no 
decision  has  been  taken. 

A reasonably  stable  market  has  been  maintained  through  the 
year  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  salvage  materials  ; and  the 
revenue,  particularly  from  the  sale  of  baled  bins  and  waste  paper, 
continues  to  be  satisfactory.  Perhaps  it  ought  to  be  mentioned 
that  in  the  event  of  composting  being  introduced,  which  would  deal 
with  quantities  of  household  refuse  and  sewage  sludge,  the  plant 
would  include  magnetic  means  for  extracting  the  ferrous  metals, 
including  the  tins,  so  that  nothing  would  be  lost  in  this  direction. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 


Nuisances  (including  inspections  of  drainage, 
sewers,  sanitary  conveniences  and  dustbins) 
National  Assistance  Act 
Housing,  General 

Caravans  and  Camping  Grounds  ... 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning 
Factories  Act 
Outworkers  . . . 

Food  Premises 
Food  Stalls  ... 

Unsound  Food 
Ice-cream  Premises 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
Milk  and  Dairies  (Special  Designations)  Regula- 
tions 

Milk  Sampling  for  Biological  Examination 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Sampling) 

Food  Vehicles 

Cinemas  and  Licensed  Premises  ... 
Slaughterhouse 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ... 

Offensive  Trades 
Verminous  Premises 
Clean  Air  Act 
Stables  and  Piggeries 
Shops  Act 

Water  Supply  and  Sampling 
Pest  Control  ... 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 
Explosives  Act 
Pet  Animals  Act 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act 
Knackers  Yards 
Diseases  of  Animals  Act 
Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare  Provisions 

Art 

^ i v L •••  •••  • • « ••• 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
Public  Conveniences 

Flood  Damage  

Miscellaneous 


600 


4,055 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  FOUND 

Particulars  of  nuisances  and  other  contraventions  found  during 
the  year  for  which  the  requisite  Statutory  and  informal  notices 
were  served  : — 


Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 

Choked  Drains  30 

Public  Health  Act,  1936/61 
Choked  and  Defective  Private  Sewers  ...  ...  2 

Choked  and  Defective  Public  Sewers  ...  ...  20 

Drainage  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defects  to  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  4 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Lack  of  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  roofs  and  spoutings  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dangerous  structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  pollution  of  stream  ...  ...  2 

Accumulation  of  rubbish  ...  ...  ...  3 

Food  (Hygiene)  Regulations 

Contraventions  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  ...  35 

Clean  Air  Act 

To  prevent  emissions  of  smuts  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Contraventions  of  Section  38  ...  ...  ...  1 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

To  indicate  origin  of  meat  ......  ...  1 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958 

Contraventions  of  the  Regulations  ...  ...  10 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

Contraventions  of  the  Regulations  ...  ...  10 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

A list  of  the  public  conveniences  in  the  City  is  given  below. 
Full-time  attendants  are  employed  at  the  ladies'  conveniences 
in  Maylord  Street  and  Union  Street,  where  the  premises,  fittings 
and  general  hygiene  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


Conveniences 

Male 

Female 

Bewell  Street  ... 

+ 

+ 

Buhners'  Playing  Field 

4- 

+ 

'Bus  Station,  Commercial  Road 

-f- 

+ 
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Conveniences 

Male 

Female 

Castle  Green 

+ 

T- 

Cattle  Market 

...  + (2) 

+ 

Cemetery 

4" 

+ 

Edgar  Street 

...  + 

+ 

King  George’s  Playing  Field  ... 

...  + 

+ 

May  lord  Street 

+ 

Newmarket  Street 

.-  + 

— 

Ritz,  Commercial  Road 

-.  + 

+ 

St.  Martin’s  Avenue 

...  + 

+ 

St.  Owen’s  Gate 

...  + 

— 

Station  Approach 

+ 

— 

Union  Street 

...  + 

+ 

West  Street 

+ 

— 

Widemarsh  Common  ... 

-.  + 

4* 

Wye  Street 

+ 

— - 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

National  Survey  of  Air  Pollution. 

This  survey  is  being  organised  and  controlled  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  Its  purpose  is  to 
investigate  pollution  of  the  atmosphere.  To  carry  out  this  in- 
vestigation it  is  necessary  to  measure  the  extent  of  pollution  from 
various  sources.  Two  important  pollutants  of  the  air  we  breathe 
are  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 

For  various  reasons,  Hereford  has  been  selected,  among  other 
districts,  as  a town  in  which  the  measurements  of  sulphur  dioxide 
and  smoke  would  be  of  the  utmost  value  to  the  D.S.I.R.  in  pre- 
senting a report  on  atmospheric  pollution  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

The  City  Council,  at  the  request  of  the  D.S.I.R.,  have  decided 
to  take  part  in  the  survey,  and  to  set  up  three  stations  for  the 
measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide.  The  stations  are  to  be 
sited  at  the  following  points  : — 

1.  The  Gas  Works,  Mortimer  Road,  by  kind  permission  of  the 
West  Midlands  Gas  Board. 

2.  Herefordshire  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Hos- 
pital, by  kind  permission  of  the  Herefordshire  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

3.  Red  Hill  Secondary  Modern  School,  by  kind  permission  of 
the  Herefordshire  Education  Authority. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  apparatus  at  the  Gas  Works  was 
operating  satisfactorily. 

In  connection  with  the  survey,  The  Right  Worshipful  the 
Mayor,  Councillor  W.  H.  Blundstone,  is  the  representative  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  Standing  Conference  to  the  Co-operating 
Bodies.  He  has  given  strong  support  to  the  scheme  from  its  in- 
ception and  was  instrumental  in  getting  the  first  station  into 
operation. 
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Dr.  W.  H.  J.  Baker,  Consultant  Pathologist,  has  been  most 
helpful  and  will  operate  the  apparatus  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory. 

Mr.  L.  T.  Dale,  Headmaster,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Bulleyment, 
Science  Master  at  Red  Hill  County  Secondary  School  will  take 
charge  of  the  instrument  at  the  school. 

FACTORIES  ACT 


1. — Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(*)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

36 



_ ____ 

(it)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

207 

35 



_ 

(in)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

13 

Total 

256 

35 

— 

— 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

Prosecu 

tions 

(6) 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Sea 

Hon  111 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
110  (1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel 
Making  etc., 
Cleaning  and 
Washing 

8 

Making  of  cur- 
tains and  fur- 
niture hang- 
ings 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. — Outworks  Premises. 

Number  of  Premises  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Visits 

Number  of  Notices  ...  ...  — 

SHOPS  ACT 
Sanitary  Provisions 

Numerous  inspections  were  made  throughout  the  year. 
Attention  is  paid  to  washing  facilities,  sanitary  conveniences, 
facilities  for  taking  meals  on  the  premises,  lighting,  ventilation, 
working  temperatures  and  so  on.  In  one  instance  the  sanitary 
conveniences  were  insufficient  in  number.  Action  leading  to 
correction,  was  taken. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Number  recorded  in  the  City — 

Fellmongers  2 

Gut  Scrapers  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  1 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
ACT,  I960. 

There  are  three  large  caravan  sites  licensed,  one  to  accom- 
modate 122  caravans,  another  to  accommodate  12  caravans,  and  a 
third  licensed  for  52  caravans. 

In  addition,  there  are  14  small  caravan  sites  licensed  and 
accommodating  a total  of  19  caravans. 

There  is,  also,  one  large,  unlicensed  and  unauthorised  caravan 
site  in  the  City. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  113 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

RODENT  CONTROL 


Type  of  Property 

Non-  Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

A uthority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises ) 

(4) 

Total 
of  cols 
(1)  (2) 
& (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

(1)  Number  of  Properties  in 
Local  Authority’s  Dist. 

86 

11,768 

2,440 

14,294 

41 

(2)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of:- 
(a)  Notification 

32 

156 

104 

292 

2 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

( c ) Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

4 

1 

107 

112 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(3)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  (2)) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

("Major 
(a)  Rats  < 

Minor 

21 

105 

44 

170 

2 

("Major 

(b)  Mice^ 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17 

45 

30 

92 

— 

(4)  Number  of  infested  prop- 
erties (in  Sect.  (4)) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

38 

150 

74 

262 

From  the  table  above  it  will  be  seen  that  1.3%  of  all  dwellings 
and  3.0%  of  all  business  and  industrial  premises  in  the  City 
were  treated  for  infestations  of  rats  or  mice.  Of  agricultural 
properties  (including  piggeries),  4.9%  were  found  to  be  infested. 


RAT  INFESTATION  IN  SEWERS 

In  the  City,  there  is  very  little  rat  and  mice  infestation.  It  is 
found  that  poisoning  treatments  once  or  twice  a year  are  adequate 
to  keep  such  infestations  under  control. 
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PESTS  CONTROL 

In  addition  to  the  service  for  rats  and  mice  destruction  the 
Department  operates  a service  for  the  control  of  insect  pests. 
Advice  is  given  on  methods  to  eradicate  insects  found  in  and 
about  dwellings  and  other  premises.  Where  requested,  destruction 
of  such  pests  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department  at  agreed 
charges. 


HOUSING 

In  1961,  316  dwellings  were  completed  by  the  local  authority 
and  169  by  private  enterprise. 

395  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Housing  Committee  during 
the  year. 

Unfit  Dwellings 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  relet  ...  ...  — 

Number  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  ...  1 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  for  habitation...  23 

CLEARANCE  AREAS 

Several  proposed  Clearance  Areas  have  been  under  considera- 
tion by  the  Housing  Committee.  These  include  over  115  dwellings 
in  Railway  Place,  Richmond  Street,  Canonmoor  Street,  Per- 
severance Road,  Mortimer  Road,  Bryngwyn  Terrace,  Stonebow 
Road,  the  Johnstons’  Hospital  almshouses,  and  some  dwellings  in 
Gwynne  Street. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Improvement  Grants  are  intended  to  help  owners  of  old 
houses,  which  still  have  a useful  life,  to  bring  them  up-to-date  with 
modern  amenities.  The  grants  are  also  available  for  converting 
large  houses  into  two  or  more  flats  or  for  making  new  dwellings 
out  of  buildings  used  for  other  purposes  such  as  coach  houses. 
Grants  are  not  payable  for  normal  repairs  or  renewals,  nor  for 
remedying  faults  resulting  from  neglect  or  poor  maintenance. 

Two  kinds  of  grant  are  available  under  new  arrangements 
introduced  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in 
1959.  They  are  called  Standard  Grants  and  Discretionary  Grants. 

To  qualify  for  a Standard  Grant,  the  house  must,  after  the 
improvements  have  been  completed,  be  provided  with  five  stan- 
dard amenities,  namely,  bath,  wash  basin,  hot  water  supply  with 
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connections,  water  closet,  and  larder.  The  grant,  up  to  a maxi- 
mum of  £155,  must  be  paid  by  the  Council,  provided  that  the 
requisite  conditions  are  complied  with. 

The  second  kind  of  grant,  the  Discretionary  Grant,  is  paid 
solely  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council.  It  is  available  for  a wider 
range  of  improvements,  the  Twelve  Point  Standard  as  it  has  been 
called.  The  maximum  grant  per  house  in  this  case  is  £400. 

Number  of 

Applications  Approved  Disapproved 
Standard  Grants  ...  37  34  — 

Discretionary  Grants  ...  2 1 — 


CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

No.  of  Certificates  granted 
,,  ,,  ,,  refused 

,,  ,,  cancelled  ... 

No.  of  Undertakings  given  by  Owners 

cancelled 


1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

In  accordance  with  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  1956,  all  milk  sold  in  the  City  is  either 
Pasteurised  or  Tuberculin  Tested  ; and,  in  fact,  a large  percentage 
of  the  milk  carries  both  these  designations.  In  addition,  five 
retailers  sell  Channel  Islands  Milk,  and  one  retailer  deals  in 
Sterilized  Milk. 

The  number  of  persons  or  bodies  registered  to  sell  milk  in  the 
City  is  50. 

Particulars  of  Designated  Milk  Sampling  and  Testing 

During  the  Year 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

24 

Phosphatase 

23 

1 

Methylene  Blue 

24 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

18 

Phosphatase 

13 

5 

(Pasteurised) 

Methylene  Blue 

17 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Raw) 

1 

Methylene  Blue 

1 

— 

Sterilised... 

8 

Turbidity 

8 

— 
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Biological  Examination  of  Milk  and  Cream 

Three  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Worcester,  for  biological  tests  for  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli  and  B.  abortus.  All  the  samples  were  reported 
negative. 


ICE  CREAM 

Supervision  and  Control  of  the  Manufacture  and  Sale 

of  Ice  Cream 

Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  45 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  persons  registered  for  the  sale 
of  ice-cream  obtained  their  supplies  from  ten  manufacturers 
outside  the  City.  Thus,  only  six  vendors  sold  ice-cream  manu- 
factured locally. 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  taken  during  1961 
Bacteriological  Analysis 

12  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital.  These 
were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  graded 
accordingly. 

Samples  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  deemed  satisfactory, 
those  in  Grades  3 and  4 unsatisfactory. 

TABLE  A 

Results  of  all  Samples  taken  in  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

7 (77.8%) 

1(11.1%) 

1 (11.1%) 

— 

9 

Cold  Mix  ... 

3 (100%) 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

10  (83.4%) 

1 (8.3%) 

1 (8.3%) 

— 

12 

11  (91.7%) 

1 (8.3%) 
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TABLE  B 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  Manufactured 

within  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

5 (71.2%) 

1 (14.4%) 

1 (14.4%) 

— 

7 

Cold  Mix  ... 

3 (100%) 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

8 (80%) 

1 (10%) 

1 (10%) 

— 

10 

9 (90%) 

1 (10%) 

TABLE  C 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  retailed  in  but 
Manufactured  outside  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional 

Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

2 (100%) 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cold  Mix  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 (100%) 

— 

— 

— 

2 

f 

2 

TABLE  D 

Comparative  Results  of  all  Satisfactory  Samples  for  the  last 

Three  Years 


All 

Local 

External 

Year 

Samples 

Manufacturers 

Manufacturers 

1959  

100% 

100% 

100% 

1960  

94.7% 

100% 

83.3% 

1961  ... 

91.7% 

90% 

100% 
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FOOD  HYGIENE 

It  is  found  that  an  appreciable  amount  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors’  time  must  still  be  devoted  to  this  work. 

As  in  former  years,  the  amount  of  food  containing  foreign 
matters  is  much  too  high,  and  it  is  only  the  fullest  co-operation 
from  the  manufacturers  and  vendors  of  food,  and  from  their 
employees,  in  maintaining  high  standards  of  hygiene,  that  will 
bring  about  the  much  desired  improvement  in  this  respect. 

In  all  our  work  relating  to  food  hygiene  and  control  there 
exists  a good  relationship  between  ourselves  and  local  retailers  and 
manufacturers. 

FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  CITY 

Preserved  food  preparing  premises  registered 


under  private  act  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Fish  friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Sugar  confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 

Catering  establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Ice-Cream  manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  5 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS— INSPECTION  AND  CONTROL 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City.  The 
Public  Abattoir  is  now  used  jointly  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation  and  the  local  butchers.  The  provisions  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-58,  are  strictly  enforced. 

Food  Transport 

The  transport  of  food  is  controlled  by  the  City  Bye-laws  and 
by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960.  Constant  supervision  of 
vehicles  was  maintained. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected, 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  at  the  Public  Abattoir, 
Stonebow  Road. 


Beeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

4,341 

386 

21,450 

7,962 

Number  Inspected 

4,341 

386 

21,451 

7,963 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercus  Bovis 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

2 

5 

17 

22 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

844 

4 

1,028 

545 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis or  Cysticercus  Bovis 

19.5 

2.3 

4.9 

7.1 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

87 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

0.3 

_ 

1.1 

Cysticercus  Bovis — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  C. 
Bovis 

0.3 

— 

— 

— 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
34,141.  This  is  an  increase  of  1,722  on  the  1960  figure. 

Emergency  Slaughter  of  Animals 


Included  in  the  above  numbers  of  animals  inspected  are 
those  of  animals  sent  in  for  emergency  slaughter  : — 

Beeves  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Total 

4 — 33  41  78 

Comparative  figures  of  animals  from  this  source  examined 
in  1960  show  a decrease  of  18. 
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Weight  of  Diseased 

and  Unsound  Meat 

AND 

Offal 

Con- 

demned  : 

Tons 

cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

Home-killed — Meat 

••  •••  •••  ^ 

12 

3 

27 

Offal  . 

7 

• • •••  •••  * 

9 

3 

24 

Imported  Meat 

• • •••  • • • 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  10 

2 

3 

23 

The  whole  of  this  meat  was  either  destroyed  at  the  refuse 
destructor  or  processed  for  animal  feeding  stuffs. 


Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

No  animals  were  notified  under  this  order  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  Calves 

No  calves  slaughtered  at  the  City  Abattoir  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Routine  examination  of  all  beeves  was  carried  out  and  in  12 
cases  cysts  were  found.  All  of  the  affected  carcases  and  offal  were 
sent  for  refrigeration  at  a temperature  below  20°F.  for  21  days  in 
accordance  with  Ministry  of  Food  Memo.  3/Meat. 


OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTED  AND  SURRENDERED 


Tons  cwts. qrs. 

lbs. 

Tons  cwts. qrs. 

lbs . 

Canned  Meat 

14 

2 

5* 

Sugar  Confectionery 

3 

0 

10J 

Canned  Fish 

3 

1! 

Mincemeat... 

7 

Canned  Milk 

5 

1 

20f 

Vegetables 

5 

0 

0 

Canned  Fruit 

4 

9 

3 

25 

Cooked  Meat 

14 

Canned  Vegetables 

6 

1 

ni 

Cured  Fish 

1 

16* 

Canned  Soup 

25 

Butter 

2 

104 

Meat  Products 

1 

0 

5 

Bacon 

3 

3* 

Jam  and  Syrup  ... 

6 

Frozen  Foods 

2 

16 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

2 

24J 

Beverages  ... 

1* 

Cheese 

7 

Pastry 

\ 

Bacon 

6 

1 

19 

Mushrooms 

1 

2 

27 

Fruit  Pulp 

2 

16 

3 

15* 

Milk  Products 

5 

Fruit  Juice 

1 

0 

Of 

Cereals 

3 

H 

11  3 

0 

14 

Fresh  Fruit 

1 

3 

1 

8 

Wet  Fish  ... 

1 

2 

6 

Eggs  

18 

Shell  Fish 

10 

Hors  d’oeuvres 

288  FI.  ozs. 

Dried  Fruit 

1 

0 

10 

Ice  Cream  ... 

1,067  FI.  ozs. 

Rabbit 

1 

2 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION  OF  CARCASES 


Beefs 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Abscesses  ... 

Congestion  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Cysticercus  Bovis  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Emaciation... 

— 

1 

8 

4 

Haemorrhage 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Immaturity 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Injury 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Moribund  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Multiple  Tumours 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Oedema 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Peritonitis  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia — Septic 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Pregnancy  Toxaemia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Septicaemia 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Septic  Arthritis 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Septic  Pleurisy 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Tympanitis... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

17 

23 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 

Final  preparations  are  now  being  made  for  the  new  abattoir 
and  it  is  hoped  that  construction  will  commence  early  in  1963. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

SAMPLING  OFFICER'S  REPORT,  1960 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year,  and  the 
results  of  the  analysis  : — 
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A rticle 

N 

Subn 

0. 

litted 

N 

Gem 

0. 

nne 

N< 

Un  satis 

?. 

factory 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Champignon  de  Paris 

— 

1 



1 



Crabmeat 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Creamed  Mushrooms 

— 

1 

— 

1 





•••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

4 

— 

4 





Lobster 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Milk 

29 

— 

21 

— 

8 

— 

Potted  Dressed  Crab 

— 

1 



1 

— 

— 

Prawns 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 



Rock  Lobster 

— 

1 

— 

1 





Bread 

— 

1 

— 

— 



1 

Dairy  Milk  Chocolate 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Fru  Grains 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Full-cream  Milk  Chocolate 

— 

3 

— 

3 





Maplemeat 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Margarine 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Milk  Block 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Milk  Chocolate 

— 

1 



1 





Nuttolene 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Wheat  Embryo 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Yeast  Extract 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Cake  Mix  ... 

— 

2 



2 



— 

Flour-Plain  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

„ -Self-Raising 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Wholemeal  100%  Compost 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Wholewheat  Cake  Flour 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Currants 

— 

6 

— 

4 

— 

2 

Eclair  containing  fresh  Dairy 

Cream 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Fruited  Jifii  Jelly 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Gelatine 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Jam  & Butter  filled  sponge 

sandwich  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Jam  & Butter  filled  chocolate 

sponges 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Jelly  ... 

— 

4 

• — 

4 

— 

— 

Jelly  Crystals  unsweetened 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Meringue  containing  fresh 

Dairy  Cream 

— 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

Milk  Loaf 

— 

2 

— 

2 



— 

Mixed  Fruit 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Nutrex  Milk  Loaf 

— 

1 

— 

1 



— 

Pork  & Beef  sausages 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pork  Sausages 

4 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Raisins 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Sugarless  Table  Jelly 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sultanas 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Travel  Sickness  Tablets 

— 

4 

— 

3 

— 

1 

34 

67 

24 

63 

10 

4 

1( 

1 

£ 

S7 

1 

4 
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NOTES  ON  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 

No.  of 


Sample  A rticle 

10  Channel  Islands 
Milk 

Analyst's  Report  Action  Taken 

Fat  3.20%,  S.N.F.  9%,  Prosecuted  Unsuccess- 
Water  87.80%  Deficient  fully 
of  20%  of  the  minimum 
amount  of  fat  required 

11 

to  be  present. 

Fat  3.30%.  S.N.F.  8.85% 

Water  87.85%.  Defi- 
cient of  17.5%  of  the 
minimum  amount  of  fat 

20 

required  to  be  present. 

Fat  3.25%,  S.N.F.  8.55%,  Attention  of  the  vendors 
Water  88.20%.  Deft-  drawn  to  the  Milk  & 

29  Guernsey  Milk 

cient  of  18.7%  of  the  Dairies  (South  Devon  & 
Minimum  amount  of  fat  Channel  Islands)  Regs, 
required  to  be  present.  1956. 

Fat  3.20%,  S.N.F.  9.05%  Prosecuted.  Fined  £5. 
Water  87.75%.  Deft-  and  £5  14s.  costs, 
cient  of  20%  of  the  mini- 
mum amount  of  fat  re- 

38 Channel  Islands 
Milk 

quired  to  be  present. 

Fat  4.05%,  S.N.F.  8.25%  Letter  of  warning  to  the 
Water  87.70%.  2.9%  vendor. 

Extraneous  Water  pre- 
sent. 

43  ,,  ,, 

Fat  3.90%,  S.N.F.  8.95%, 

Water  87.15%.  Deficient 
of  2.5%  of  the  miminum 
amount  of  fat  required 
to  be  present. 

49  Milk 

Extraneous  matter  con-  ,,  ,, 

sisted  of  carbon  and 
mineral  oil. 

50  Slice  of  Bread 

Unsatisfactory.  Contain-  Letter  of  warning  to  the 
ed  dirty  dough.  Manufacturers. 

76  Travel  Sickness  Tablets  of  Amytal,  a P.I.,  Letter  of  warning  to  the 


Tablets 

S.L,  S.4.,  poison  sup-  vendor, 
plied  on  demand  for 

Travel  Sickness  Tablets 
without  any  indication 
as  to  the  nature  of  the 
article. 

87  Currants 

Contained  20  insect  parts  ,,  ,, 

89 

per  100  gms. 

Contained  25  insect  parts  „ ,, 

98  Pork  Sausage 

per  100  gms. 

Total  meat  60%,  Sulphur  ,,  ,, 

Dioxide  120  p.p.m.  No 
notice  declaring  the  pre- 
sence of  sulphur  dioxide 
was  displayed. 

99 

No  notice  declaring  the  ,,  „ 

presence  of  sulphur  di- 
oxide was  displayed. 

101  Milk 

Fat  2.70%,  S.N.F.  6.45%  Prosecuted.  Vendor  fined 
Water  90.85%.  Con-  £30. 
tained  at  least  24%  of 
extraneous  water. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Pathological  Examinations 


Positive 

Negative 

T otal 

Faeces  : 

For  Dysentery  Organisms 

47 

41 

88 

For  Food  Poisoning  Organisms  ... 

11 

42 

53 

Rectal  Swab  : 

For  Dysentery  Organisms 

1 

— 

1 

Infectious  Disease 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 


in  the  six  wards  of  the  City. 


Bartonsham 

Central 

Measles 

145 

85 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

3 

Pneumonia... 

4 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 
Meningococcal 

4 

— 

Infection 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

Encephalitis  (Post 

• • ' 

1 

Infective) 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

..  — 

— 

Paratyphoid  B 

1 

— 

Holmer 

St. 

Martin’s 

St. 

Nicholas 

T upsley 

106 

364 

186 

192 

7 

6 

6 

4 

4 

3 

4 

9 

2 

2 

2 

1 



1 



1 

2 

16 

4 

6 

— 

9 

Li 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hereford  City,  1961 

Confirmed  Cases  of  Acute  Infectious  Disease  according  to  Quarter 


Disease 

Is/  quarter 

2nd  quarter 

3rd  quarter 

4th  quarter 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

4 

2 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

4 

— 

— 

Measles 

882 

181 

12 

6 

Dysentery 

8 

13 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

22 

— 

— 

3 

Encephalitis  (Post  Infectious) 

2 

2 

— 

— ■ 

Paratyphoid  B 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

~ 

1 

Tuberculosis 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating 
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to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  Milk  Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 


Tuberculosis 


Puln 

nonary 

Non-p 

ulm-onary 

M ales 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Number  on  Register  at  31st  December, 
1960  

159 

124 

43 

32 

New  Cases  Notified 

5 

1 

— 

— 

Moved  into  District 

7 

9 

1 

1 

Moved  out  of  District 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Recovered 

9 

13 

3 

2 

Died 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Number  on  Register  at  31st  December, 
1961  

154 

119 

41 

33 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  action  under  this 
section  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  2 persons  living  under 
unsatisfactory  conditions  or  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (All  Ages) 


Causes 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis 

...  2 

2 

4 

Syphilitic  disease  ... 

...  2 

— 

2 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

...  5 

3 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

...  15 

6 

21 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

. . . — 

9 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

. . . — 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 

plasms  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  27 

26 

SS 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  2 

— 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

...  19 

40 

59 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

...  54 

27 

81 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

6 

8 

Other  heart  disease 

...  18 

36 

54 

Other  circulatory  disease 

...  5 

13 

18 

Influenza  

— 

7 

7 

Pneumonia 

...  12 

11 

23 

Bronchitis  ... 

...  17 

1 

18 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

. . . — 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

...  2 

4 

6 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

. . . — 

3 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

...  3 

— 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

...  6 

— 

6 

Congenital  malformations 

...  3 

2 

5 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

...  12 

9 

21 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents 

...  3 

8 

11 

Suicide 

...  2 

1 

3 

214  219 


433 
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